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1	Install	AirDroid	on	your	Android.	AirDroid	is	a	free	app	that	lets	you	access	your	Android's	home	screen	from	your	computer.	This	means	you	can	update	Android	apps	through	the	Play	Store	just	as	you	would	if	you	were	using	the	phone's	touch	screen.	The	app	is	free	from	the	Play	Store,	although	some	features	(not	the	one	you	need	right	now)
require	a	premium	subscription.	The	app	has	a	green	icon	with	a	white	paper	airplane	inside,	and	the	developer	is	Sand	Studio.	You	will	need	to	connect	your	Android	to	your	PC	or	Mac	with	a	USB	cable	to	use	this	method.	2	Enable	USB	Debugging	on	your	Android	phone	or	tablet.	You'll	only	need	to	do	this	once.	This	allows	you	to	connect	your
Android	to	your	computer	via	USB:	Open	Settings	and	tap	About	phone	or	About	tablet.[1]	Tap	Software	information.	Tap	Build	number	7	times	(quickly)	until	you	see	the	message	that	says	"Developer	mode	is	enabled."	Return	to	the	Settings	main	screen	and	tap	Developer	options.	If	the	switch	is	not	enabled,	tap	it	to	enable	it	now.	Slide	the	"USB
debugging"	switch	to	the	On	position.	Tap	About	phone	or	About	tablet.	3	Create	an	AirDroid	account.	To	do	so:	Go	to	in	a	web	browser.	Enter	your	email	address	and	create	a	password.	Type	a	nickname	for	your	account.	Click	Next	to	send	a	confirmation	code	to	yourself	via	email.	Copy	the	confirmation	code	in	the	email	from	AirDroid	and	paste	it
into	the	"Enter	verification	code	here"	field.	Click	Verify	and	sign	up.	4	Install	AirDroid	for	Windows	or	macOS.	Now	that	you	have	an	account,	scroll	down	and	click	the	Download	link	below	your	operating	system	to	download	the	AirDroid	installer.	Once	downloaded,	double-click	the	installer	to	run,	and	then	follow	the	on-screen	instructions	to
complete	the	installation.	If	you're	using	Google	Chrome	as	your	web	browser	and	prefer	to	use	a	web-based	version	of	AirDroid,	you	can	click	Start	under	"AirDroid	Web"	instead	to	install	the	Chrome	AirDroid	extension.	Once	installed,	you	can	access	AirDroid	on	the	web	at	.	The	remaining	steps	will	be	a	little	different	for	the	web	version,	but	not
too	different.	5	Log	in	to	AirDroid	on	your	Android.	Downloading	the	app	earlier	added	a	new	green-and-white	paper	airplane	icon	to	your	app	drawer.	Tap	it	to	launch	AirDroid,	and	then	enter	your	login	information	to	sign	in.	6	Enable	Remote	Control	on	your	Android.	The	first	time	you	set	up	AirDroid,	you'll	be	prompted	to	set	up	Security	&	Remote
features.	Here's	how	to	enable	Remote	Control:	Tap	OK	to	set	up	Security	&	Remote	Features.	Tap	Remote	Control	near	the	bottom	of	the	list.	Tap	the	green	Enable	Permissions	button	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen.	*Tap	OK	on	the	pop-up	message	to	close	it.	In	the	future,	you	can	enable	and	disable	this	feature	in	AirDroid	by	tapping	the	Me	tab	and
navigating	to	Security	&	Remote	Features	>	Remote	Control.	7	Log	in	to	AirDroid	on	your	PC	or	Mac.	To	do	this,	open	the	new	AirDroid	app	in	the	Start	menu	(PC)	or	in	the	Applications	folder,	and	then	enter	your	login	credentials.	Once	you're	signed	in,	you'll	see	your	Android	listed	under	"My	devices."	If	you	don't	see	your	Android	in	the	list,	make
sure	it's	connected	to	the	same	Wi-Fi	network	as	your	computer,	and	that	the	app	is	open.[2]	8	Start	a	Remote	Control	session.	You'll	need	to	do	this	every	time	you	want	to	start	a	new	remote	control	session.	Here's	how	you'll	do	it:	On	the	PC	or	Mac	version	of	AirDroid,	click	the	binoculars	icon	in	the	left	column.	This	opens	the	Remote	Control	panel.
[3]	Click	Start	Non-Root	authority	on	the	computer.	Connect	your	Android	to	the	computer	with	your	USB	charging	cable.	Plug	the	larger	USB	end	into	an	available	USB	port	on	your	computer.	In	a	moment,	you	should	see	a	pop-up	message	on	your	Android.	Tap	Ok	on	the	Android	to	enter	debugging	mode.	If	prompted	to	select	a	USB	configuration
on	your	Android,	select	Charging	only.	Follow	the	on-screen	instructions	on	your	Android	to	start	the	remote	connection.	Once	you	approve	the	connection,	you	will	see	your	Android's	home	screen	in	the	AirDroid	window	on	your	computer.	If	the	remote	session	doesn't	start	automatically,	click	the	binoculars	icon	again,	and	then	click	Connect	under
your	Android.	9	Use	your	computer	to	open	the	Play	Store	app	on	your	Android.	Using	your	mouse	in	the	same	way	you'd	tap	with	your	finger,	click	the	Play	Store	icon,	which	looks	like	a	sideways	multicolored	triangle.	It'll	be	in	your	app	drawer.	10	Click	the	menu	☰.	It's	at	the	top-left	corner	of	the	Play	Store.	A	menu	will	expand.	11	Click	My	apps	&
games	on	the	menu.	It's	the	first	menu	option.	This	displays	a	list	of	apps	on	your	Android	that	have	updates	available.	12	Tap	Update	all	to	update	all	apps	at	once.	It's	the	green	button	near	the	top-right	corner	of	the	list.	If	you	prefer,	you	can	just	tap	Update	next	to	an	individual	app	to	update	it	instead.	When	you	are	finished	updating	your	apps,
you	can	close	the	connection	by	closing	the	AirDroid	window	on	your	computer,	and/or	by	closing	the	AirDroid	app	on	your	Android.	In	the	future,	just	open	AirDroid	on	both	your	Android	and	your	computer,	connect	the	two	via	USB,	and	click	the	binoculars	to	start	a	new	connection.	Advertisement	The	easiest	way	is	to	use	the	Your	Phone	App	from
Microsoft.However,	this	method	actually	runs	the	app	from	your	phone	and	displays	it	on	Windows	rather	than	emulating	Android	on	Windows.	If	you	want	to	ensure	your	files	and	data	are	easily	accessible	across	devices,	one	way	is	to	run	the	same	apps	on	your	PC	as	you	do	on	your	Android	phone.	Microsoft’s	operating	system	has	become
increasingly	Android-friendly,	and	we’ll	show	you	how	to	use	this	to	run	apps	from	your	Android	device	on	your	Windows	10	PC.	There	are	two	main	ways	to	run	Android	apps	on	a	Windows	10	machine.	You	can	use	an	Android	emulator.	This	is	an	application	which	simulates	an	entire	Android	device	(including	both	hardware	and	software),	so	the
Android	app	will	behave	as	if	it's	on	an	Android	device.	Emulators	allow	you	to	install	the	app	locally,	so	it’s	always	available,	but	they	borrow	a	good	amount	of	horsepower	from	your	PC.	If	you	feel	like	this	is	the	approach	for	you,	use	the	Bluestacks	emulator	to	run	Android	apps	on	your	PC.	The	other	option	is	to	run	the	app	from	your	phone,	but
display	and	interact	with	it	through	your	PC.	This	has	the	advantage	of	not	requiring	complicated	emulators,	but	it	also	requires	your	phone	be	linked	to	your	PC	while	you’re	using	your	apps.	In	this	article,	we're	only	going	to	cover	using	Microsoft's	Your	Phone	app	which	allows	you	to	interact	with	an	Android	phone	via	your	PC.	You	can	check	out
the	emulation	solution	with	the	link	above.	These	instructions	require	the	following:	A	Windows	PC	with	at	least	the	Windows	10	May	2020	Update	installed.An	device	running	version	11.0	(or	higher)	of	Android.In	addition,	Microsoft	recommends	having	at	least	8	GB	of	RAM.	To	run	Android	apps	from	your	phone	on	Windows,	take	the	following	steps:
First,	get	the	Your	Phone	app	from	Microsoft	to	install	on	your	Windows	10	PC.	Make	sure	the	version	you	get	is	at	least	1.20104.15.0.	Next,	go	to	the	Google	Play	store	to	get	the	Your	Phone	Companion	app	If	you	already	have	it	installed,	make	sure	it’s	updated,	as	you’ll	need	at	least	version	1.20104.15.0	to	access	your	apps.	You'll	need	to	link	your
Android	device	to	your	PC.	Make	sure	they’re	on	the	same	network,	then	open	the	Your	Phone	app	on	the	PC.	Click	on	the	Get	Started	button.	Check	the	I	have	the	companion	app	ready	option	if	you	installed	the	“My	Phone”	app	as	described	in	step	2.	Otherwise	the	URL	on	this	screen	will	take	you	straight	to	it.	Once	it’s	installed,	you	can	easily	pair
your	phone	by	clicking	the	Pair	with	QR	Code	button	Then,	open	the	Link	to	Windows	option	in	Android	Settings,	which	will	display	a	screen	to	confirm	you	are	in	fact	seeing	the	QR	Code.	Tap	Continue.	Finally,	point	your	phone	at	the	QR	Code.	Once	the	camera	picks	it	up,	the	Windows	app	will	show	a	screen	explaining	the	permissions	it	requires.
On	the	phone,	you	can	tap	Allow	to	give	Windows	the	permissions	it	needs	as	they	come	up.	When	you’re	finished	tap	Continue,	and	the	two	devices	are	linked.	On	the	PC	you’ll	get	a	welcome	screen	showing	your	phone	and	PC	are	now	linked;	on	the	Android	device,	you	may	see	an	additional	permission	as	shown	in	the	below	screenshot.	You'll	need



to	accept	this	now,	and	it	will	also	appear	once	each	time	you	connect	your	devices.	Click	Start	recording	or	casting	with	Your	Phone	Companion,	which	is	what	allows	your	phone	to	transmit	its	app	(or	entire	screen)	to	the	PC.	Select	the	Apps	option	in	the	left-hand	panel.	This	will	display	a	list	of	apps	installed	on	your	phone.	Click	on	the	app	you
want,	and	it	will	launch	in	a	window	just	as	it	looks	on	your	device.	Alternately,	you	can	use	the	Open	Phone	Screen	link	to	open	a	window	which	mimics	your	device,	home	screen	and	all.	You	can	open	and	interact	with	apps	in	this	way	as	well.	When	opening	apps	in	step	13,	they	will	open	within	the	“phone’s”	window.	However,	when	launching	from
the	Apps	screen	in	the	Windows	Your	Phone	app,	they	open	in	separate	windows.	This	means	you	can	multi-task	by	having	multiple	Android	app	windows	open	at	once.	You	can	also	pin	these	apps	to	the	Taskbar,	just	like	any	normal	Windows	app.	FAQ	How	do	I	connect	my	Android	to	my	Windows	PC?	Connect	your	phone	and	PC	with	a	USB	cable
and	select	Transfer	files	on	your	Android.	On	your	PC,	select	Open	device	to	view	files	>	This	PC.	Alternatively,	connect	wirelessly	via	Bluetooth.	What	is	the	best	Android	emulator?	Can	I	run	Windows	on	Android?	Can	I	use	Android	apps	on	Windows	11?	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us
why!
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